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Safety concerns drive 
transit operators dispute 


Metro Transit bus drivers, light-rail operators are being assaulted and threatened by 
passengers more often, and they say they'll strike if the Met Council doesn’t take action. 
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Metro Transit bus operator Jane Hanson drives a route through South Minneapolis on Thursday. In 2015, Hanson was struck by a passenger while 
operating a light-rail train in St. Paul and suffered five bulging discs from the attack. In the Twin Cities, assaults on transit operators have grown 
more common over the past five years, Metro Transit data show. 


By Ryan Faircloth 


rfaircloth@pioneerpress.com 


ane Hanson was clearing her light-rail 

train at Union Depot one morning when a 

heroin-abusing passenger struck her from 
behind. 

Jeanne O’Neill has been assaulted, groped 
and spat on in her 17 years as a Metro Transit 
bus driver. 

David Stiggers has fielded verbal abuse and 
death threats while driving his bus routes. 

In the Twin Cities, assaults on operators 
have grown more common over the past five 


years, with many incidents stemming from 
conflicts as minor as fare disputes. Operator- 
safety concerns recently became a major stick- 
ing point in a contract dispute between union- 
ized workers and the Metropolitan Council, 
which runs the Metro Transit system. Drivers 
and transit personnel are threatening a Super 
Bowl strike unless protective measures are 
taken. 

“(Assaults are) a constant stress that transit 
operators all over the country face,” said Mark 
Lawson, president of Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 1005, which authorized the strike. 

Last year, 162 assaults were reported among 


the more than 1,500 Metro Transit operators. 
The incidents range from serious felony-level 
assaults to disorderly conduct and threats. 

The 2016 assaults represent a nearly 17 per- 
cent jump from 2013. Early numbers on 2017 
assaults suggest they’ll keep pace with last 
year’s total. 

Metro Transit, which operates its own police 
force, said the safety of its employees and pas- 
sengers remains a priority. From de-escalation 
and self-defense training to public awareness 
campaigns, the agency says it takes numerous 
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Schools’ tech partner faces an uncertain future 
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TIES, a collaborative that helps provide schools 
with technology, could begin process to disband 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 
A collaborative that for 50 years 


has helped outfit many of Minne- 
sota’s schools with the latest in 
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technology suddenly faces an 
uncertain future. 

The 48 member districts that 
make up Technology Information 
and Educational Services, or 
TIES, will decide in January if the 
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organization should update its 
business model to stay relevant or 
begin the two-year process of clos- 
ing up shop. The move comes 
after TIES raised membership 
fees by 67 percent and more than 
a quarter of its members signaled 
they plan to leave. 

“We are not the only gig in town 
anymore,” said Dan Luth, chair of 
the TIES executive committee, 
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noting that districts can now 
choose from a plethora of educa- 
tional technology now on the mar- 
ket. “We have found more and 
more districts are exercising that 
choice.” 

Since 1967, TIES has provided 
tools to help districts manage 
finances and student information. 
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GOP 
tax bill 
clears 
Senate 


Negotiations stretch 
into morning before 
$1.5 trillion bill passes 


By Erica Werner and Damian Paletta 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Senate Republi- 
cans passed a $1.5 trillion tax bill ear- 
ly Saturday morning that bestows 
massive benefits on corporate Amer- 
ica and the wealthy while delivering 
mixed blessings to everybody else. 

After a frantic round of negotia- 
tions, Republicans came together in 
near unanimity behind the land- 
mark legislation. The final vote was 
51 to 49, with Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., the lone GOP holdout. No 
Democrats voted for the bill. 

The measure still has to be recon- 
ciled with an earlier House-passed 
version before being sent to Presi- 
dent Trump. Yet in getting the bill 
through the Senate, Republicans 
succeeded where they failed earlier 
this year, when their efforts to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act collapsed in 
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Trump reacts 
to Flynn plea: 
‘No collusion’ 


Tweet about firing 
raises new questions 


By John Wagner, Rosalind S. 
Helderman and Josh Dawsey 
Washington Post 


NEW YORK — President Donald 
Trump said Saturday that he is not 
worried what former national secu- 
rity adviser Michael Flynn might 
share now that he is cooperating 
with prosecutors, forcefully assert- 
ing that there was “absolutely no 
collusion” between his campaign 
and Russia. 

On a day he spent here largely 
being whisked among political fund- 
raising events, Trump both talked 
to reporters and took to Twitter to 
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